Happiness for All            229

and not the least important among these, for in-
stance, Guyau, have desired to base morality
upon beauty. According to these moral philo-
sophers, Art should form an integral part of
existence. Our joys ought to be joys of beauty.
Passion for the beautiful has doubtless carried
them too far. The impressions of beauty being
only the result of individual sensations, one can-
not see clearly how we could deduce from these a
government of life, or a duty obligatory upon every
one. Yet it is beyond question that if beauty
reigned as sovereign of the world, goodness would
become the co-director of human lives.

Let us also teach man to enjoy the beauties
hidden in the depths of his own being. Young
people should be accustomed to make pilgrimages
within their souls, as they are taken to external
spectacles.

What is poesy? It is not the art of singing in
the moonlight, the hand quivering on an instru-
ment of several strings. Nor is it the art of rhym-
ing strange or harmonious words. Poesy is the
power of our soul to raise itself above life and make
it commune with the invisible genius or the vis-
ible beauties of nature. This poesy ought to be
enjoyed by every one, for every one might feel
its charm. We are born with a talent for garbing